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2009 Puppy Season in Full Swing at DDC

. . ) _ _ _ _ . Inside this issue:
A slightly earlier start to the breeding season this year, with our first babies arriving on

Anzac Day, and further litters in fortnightly spaces. Because of the spread of dates we
are able to offer more Open Days this year. We have scheduled two sessions each Sat-
urday and Sunday at 11 am and 2 pm right through to August. Those wishing to meet,
cuddle and photograph the babies, or show young dingoes off to friends or visitors
before they go off to their new homes, need to book for one of the sessions. Ring (03) Koala Park 2
54 28 1245 to reserve your places. Groups must be kept limited so avoid stress on our NSW

adults, so the booking factor is essential. If you wish to make a mid week booking, this

Wellington Zoo 2

can be accommodated by special arrangement. Screen Star 2
Dingoes
The new purpose built facility has certainly eased the management of breeding the
DNA pure dingoes. The parents are content and secure and our volunteers have re- Adam O'Neill 3
marked on the simplification of their activities. When dealing with the kids becomes to Visit DDC
too much for the parents they simply leap up onto their benches for a well earned bask
in the sun. Fraser Island 4
A large number of visitors have already been delighted by the appealing youngsters.
International 5
Membership renewals now due Focus
See pages 5 for renewal application form and details for payment methods.
School visits 6

Regular volunteers Lyn Whitworth
and Kaz Vessey with the new crop.




We visit some of our dingoes in their Zoo homes

The two pups selected by Wellington Zoo—New
Zealand— CEO, Karen Fifield, arrived there in time
for Xmas. These young ambassadors quickly be-
came a hit with Zoo patrons on their daily walks
and a public naming competiton was held.

NSW member, John Hogan, owner of assistance-
dingo Donna, sent us this picture of his visit to
Karen and the dingoes at the “Best Little Zoo in the

World”.

See below

Screen Star

If you live in Sydney you will be seeing
advertisements for Kra-Mar dog prod-
ucts with a dingo in a snazzy converti-
ble. That will be “BLUE”. His fa-
mous trainer, Steve Austin, also
trained him to star in the Revolution
advertisement, where he leaps across
the screen in the final scene of the
commercial.

Peter, Lyn and Helen Furber enjoy a frantic greet-
ing by the four pups at Koala Park—NSW

Dingoes

Did you catch our own YAOUK re-
cently when he appeared in Channel
7’s 000 Heroes.? He played the vil-
lain, but did his four scenes, shot at
the You Yangs, as though he had
been in the movie business all his life.

His appearance fee was donated to the
building fund.

Steve Austin with “Blue” son of Snip and

Freckle.

Letter from the Great Stupa of Universal Compassion

Dear Ones,

On behalf of Kyabje Lama Zopa Rin-
poche and everyone connected to the
Great Stupa of Universal Compas-
sion, we wish to thank you very much
for your kind and generous assistance
with our possum problem.

Our experience to date has been very
prmising, that the dingo poo is acting
as a thorough deterrent to the pos-

sums. This has made life much easier

for our Exhibition Centre attendance
and maintenance workers.

Soon we will be trialling it outdoors,
hoping to protect our garden plants.

With best wishes ,
Lillian Hankel, Office Manager.

43 View ;
Street, *
. The
Bendigo. Great Stupa
Vic of Universal Compastion  we
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Adam O’Neill and Arian Wallach to visit DDC

Author of Living with the Dingo, one
of the “must read” books on the spe-
cies, Adam O’Neill will visit DDC
early in July, along with fellow Ecolo-
gist and researcher Arian Wallach.
From Earth Sciences School, Adelaide
University.

Lyn met with them during a recent
assignment in Queensland and ex-
tended the invitation.

The pair are conducting surveys on
both sides of the Dingo Fence, and
proving that where dingoes roam bio-
diversity is in much better shape.

Dusky Hopping mice, and Mallee
Fowl are but two of the species find-
ing some protection by living in

Arian Wallach and Adam O’Neill

proximity to dingoes. The suppres-

sion of foxes, cats and rabbits by din-
goes is being shown as a definite fac-
tor in the continued survival of these
highly endangered species.

Proving it takes lots of tedious and
difficult field work carried out in
extremely difficult conditions.

The June edition of BIOSCIENCE
(www.biosciencemag.org) features the
work of Adam, Arian, Mike Letnic
and others as they amass evidence
suggesting that removal of the barrier
fence would be a benefit to the contin-
ued existence of many species of
plants and animals.

College Tree Planting Day attracts DPI interest

A sunny autumn day, a busload of
eager , tool wielding students from
Sunbury’s Salesian College, our regu-
lar volunteers Kaz, Lyn and Amanda,
plus new recrutit Grace Grech, DPI
Pest Management Officer from Bac-
chus Marsh. all got down to work.
Two hours later 100 new trees and
shrubs were in place and mulched
along the newly graveled perimeter
pathway around the large galloping
enclosure.

The local media were also in at-
tendence , resulting in stories and
pictures in local Telegraph newspa-
pers. That led to a bigger story con-

“Snapple” approves
as students from
Salesian College,
Sunbury, Officer
from DPI, Bacchus

Marsh, and regular
volunteers dug in
deep to plant 100

trees at the
sanctuary recently.

cerning our recent shipment of a pair
of dingoes to Wellington Zoo in New
Zealand.

Within a week the story was picked
up by the Age, which sent its own
photographer and that, in turn, has
led to world press beating at our
doors for more pictures and stories
and radio interviews in all states.
Even the BBC has been phoning
from London.

A feature on the Sanctuary will also
appear in the Weekly Times late in
June.

Many bookings have been received for
us to give our educational presentation
at Colleges and schools around the dis-
trict.

Our special friends at Salesian in Sun-
bury are making our visit to them a
special fundraising event as well as an
educational feature. We are especially
honoured to have been nominated as
their favourite local charity.
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Lancefield Winery Wedding for Kylie and Simon

We reported the rather unique proposal made by Simon to Kylie
inside the dingo enclosure at Taronga Zoo last year.

The pair kept their date for wedding vows on April 4th. Lucky
ADF members to be included on the guest list reported a truly
festive occasion, with photos shot against the backdrop of beauti-
ful and mysterious Hanging Rock, before a honeymoon in the
exotic resorts of Indonesia.

Cake topper was an amazing depiction of their canine family—
with a dingo or two, of course.

Dr. Jill Cline,

Nutritionist with Nestle Pu-
rina, took time during her
recent multi-continent lec-
ture tour to visit with the
dingoes at the Sanctuary.
She wasted no time in mak-
ing friends with the year-
lings..
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Over 80 Fraser Island Dingoes Culled by Rangers since 2001

Immediately following the tragic death
of a 9 year old boy on Fraser Island in
2001, 30 dingoes were hunted down
and destroyed by the Queensland
Parks and Wildlife management rang-
ers, according to their own report.

Shortly prior to that episode media
reports put the total population of
dingoes surviving on the island at 149,
following a survey by Dr. Laurie Cor-
bett .

A system of ear tagging and registra-
tion of all dingoes on the island has
been operating since that survey. It
should therefore be possible to obtain

current numbers from the DERM ,
yet it is clear that either the record
system has failed, or reporting is erro-
neous, if we are to believe the latest
report from the department published
in the press.

These numbers conveniently do not
include those first 30 unfortunate
animals.

According to sources which we believe
to be reliable, the number of dingoes
culled by rangers is actually in the mid
80’s. It does not take much to grasp
the dire facts that more than half the
population taken out of commission
will very soon, at that rate, lead to

total extinction of dingoes on Fraser
Island.

If you are planning on a visit in hope
of spotting a wild dingo, we suggest

you do it very soon. Clearly the next
generation will not have the privilege.

The magnificent animals in the above picture were photographed by Bradley Smith on a recent research trip on
Fraser Island. Within a week both dingoes were destroyed by rangers, along with three of their litter mates. Their
crime was to be too close to tourists. Rangers say that feeding by visitors to the island has made the animals un-
afraid of humans, and therefore “dangerous”.- In our submission to the current review, we have offered to train

F.I Rangers in proper understanding of dingo behavior.
DINGO WILL BE A DEAD DINGO”.

Until personnel can properly read dingoes...”A FED

Getting focus of the outside world on the plight of the dingo

In terms of practice, the recent decla-
ration by the Victorian State Minister
for Environment, Gavin Jennings, of
the dingo as officially “endangered”,
has meant little by way of changes to
Government policy. Until it finalises
its “Action Plan Statement”, which
could take another year of meetings of
the Working Party, it is “business as
usual” for the Government employed
doggers who are constantly setting
traps in the Eastern Highlands of Vic-
toria, and the recreational shooters
who make a weekend of wild dog
hunting.

Elsewhere in Australia aerial baiting
crews drop thousands of poisoned
baits in National Parks in Western
Australia, Queensland, New South
Wales and South Australia.

All this in the face of the publication
of scientific studies pouring forth
from Eco-Science schools connected
with universities all over Australia,

which clamour for the cessation of
culling of dingoes. These ecologists
are even recommending that a re-
introduction of dingoes into some
areas take place, for the better good,
not only of at least 12 species of native
mammals clinging to survival under
threat from rampant fox and cat pre-
dation, and competition by rabbits,
but also in the interests of better
farming, due to the dingo’s ability to
control populations of grass eating
native species.

We are finally beginning to see major
highly regarded international scientific
journals publishing these facts, and
absolutely delighted to note that the
BBC news, Scientific American On-
line magazine, and Bioscience online
magazine, are featuring the sorry state
of Australia’s lone terrestrial top-
down predator right at this time.

It will be necessary for pressures to

come from outside to have what are to
now , ingrained policies of our out of
date political parties, reviewed in the
light of science rather than the blind
bowing down to what is now known
to be fanatical internal pressure from
livestock farmers based on very little
reality.

Many, many millions of taxpayer dol-
lars can be saved, and untold bene-
fits accrue to biodiversity, by the sim-
ple cessation of “wild dog control”.

Even if farmers were compensated for
direct losses of stock to predation by
wild dogs, and doggers put to work on
less devastating roles, savings would be
in the tens of millions.

The Australian Dingo Foundation is
confident that we are seeing a turn of
the tide in grand scale. Watch this
space!
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Application for Membership/Renewal 2009- 2010
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Australian Dingo Foundation BSB 063840 1019 9450
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Australian Dingo

Foundation

350 Gisborne-Melton Road
TOOLERN VALE

3337

Phone: 54 281 245
E-mail:

admin@dingofoundation.org.au

Preserving the original gene pool
of the endangered species - Canis

dingo

While it remains the benchmark of the Australian Dingo Foun-
dation to preserve in our Dingo Discovery Sanctuary and Re-
search Centre the genes of the original native dog, which had
colonized all of Australia prior to the coming of Europeans; we
do not believe it is necessary for the dingo in the wild to remain
true to this degree of purity in order to fulfill the self same role
as its ancestors. The very nature of the environment will see to
it that only those animals fit to carry out the role of eco-system
modulator will succeed in successive generations, or indeed
make it to breeding age. The term “wild dog” is nothing but a
convenient semantic means to justify continued persecution of
the species. Let the animal which fulfills the purpose enjoy the
correct name of '‘DINGO”,

www.dingofoundation.org.au

School presentation season on a roll

Teachers at Sacred Heart College
in Kyneton have a regular annual
booking for our pups to visit their
students, while we deliver an educa-
tional session on the dingo species,
which includes a Powerpoint slide
presentation.

This year yearling, Snapple is
learning how it is all done from 14
yr. old Ayjay, who refuses to retire.

This was the first outing for the
pups, all of which performed im-
maculately.

If your local school would like
some dingo education, please have
them contact us at the Sanctuary.




